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Taliban in first heat­seeking missile attack

 

 

By Tom Coghlan in Kabul
Published: 12:01AM BST 28 Jul 2007

 

Frontline: Reports from Iraq and Afghanistan 

Taliban militants have used a heat­seeking surface­to­air missile to attack a 
Western aircraft over Afghanistan for the first time.

The attack with a weapon believed to have been 
smuggled across the border with Iran represents a 
worrying increase in the capability of the militants 
which Western commanders had long feared.

The Daily Telegraph has learnt that the Taliban 
attempted to bring down an American C­130 
Hercules aircraft flying over the south­western 
province of Nimroz on July 22. The crew reported 
that a missile system locked on to their aircraft and 
that a missile was fired.

It closed in on the large C­130 aircraft, pursuing it as
the pilots launched a series of violent evasive 
manoeuvres and jettisoned flares to confuse the heat
sensors in the nose of the missile. Crew members 
said that they saw what they believe was a missile 
passing very close to the aircraft. The C­130 was not
damaged in the attack.

Nato officials yesterday refused to confirm or deny that such an attack had 
taken place.

"If there was such an incident of the type you describe in Nimroz it is 
classified," said a Nato spokesman. "I can't release it, if in fact it did occur."

However, a surface­to­air missile alert was put out for Western aircraft travelling 
in the south­west of Afghanistan in the last week, which affected both civilian 
and military aircraft.

It was confirmed by civilian air operators in Helmand province. It remains in 
place. Western military commanders have been aware of concerted efforts by 
the Taliban to obtain shoulder­launched surface­to­air missiles, so­called 
Manpads (man portable air defence system).

The recent attack was probably with an SA7 shoulder­launched missile, an 
elderly model of Soviet or Chinese origin. Though relatively primitive they are 
still a potent weapon, particularly against low­flying helicopters, such as the 
workhorse Chinook transporters used by British forces in the southern Helmand
province.

The C­130 attacked in Nimroz was flying at 11,000ft at the time of the attack, 
which is within the 2.5­5 km range of a shoulder­launched missile system such 
as the SA7.

Though the West supplied hundreds of sophisticated Stinger heat­seeking 
missiles to the Afghan Mujaheddin in the 1980s, they are not thought to be still 
usable because of the deterioration of their sophisticated electronics and 
battery systems.

As a contingency in 2002, the United States government offered an amnesty on
Stingers and successfully bought back many of the missiles still in the 
arsenals of Afghan warlords for $40,000 a missile.

To date, the Taliban has shot down a number of Western helicopters, but only 
through the use of unguided rocket­propelled grenades, which have a range of 
only 500 yards.

In April members of the Special Boat Service operating in Nimroz province 
intercepted several truck loads of weapons coming across the Iranian border, 
including a working SA7 missile. It was one of a number of recent weapon 
caches that Western officials claim have been seized on the border with Iran, 
fuelling allegations by Britain and America that Iran, or elements within the 
Iranian government, have begun supplying arms to the Taliban.

Hundreds of SA7 missiles disappeared into the black market in Iraq in the 
aftermath of the fall of Saddam Hussein, where they have since been used to 
shoot down dozens of helicopters and aircraft, reportedly including a British C­
130 in 2005.

Meanwhile, a Taliban spokesman said that the group would allow more time for 
an envoy from Seoul to travel to join talks for the release of 22 South Korean 
hostages. But the spokesman repeated the threat that militants would kill the 
22 Christian missionaries.

Click to enlarge: how the attack was launched  

 

Related Articles

More troops may be 
needed in 
Afghanistan  
Daivd Miliband parts 
from US strategy on 
Taliban  
Weapons caches 
point to Iran  
Guardsman killed in 
Afghanistan is named

Suspected US drone 
hits alleged Taliban 
training centre in 
Pakistan, 12 dead 
Nato air strikes killing 
more Afghan civilians 

 

Email this article  

Print this article 

Share this article 

delicious  

Digg  

Facebook  

Fark  

Google  

Newsvine  

Reddit  

StumbleUpon  

Yahoo! Buzz  

Mixx  

Twitter  

What are these?  

 

Major News  

News  

MORE ON  

Major News  Get feed updates

News  Get feed updates

EDITOR'S CHOICE   

What if Obama was born British? 
If Barack Obama was, as
the "birthers" claim, born 
in Kenya, he would be a 
British subject, writes 
Daniel Hannan. 

Gaza turns into a Taliban state 

Brown should avoid a TV debate 

French wine is better than ever 

Sister act in perfect harmony 

NEWS MOST VIEWED  

SPONSORED FEATURES   

IN PICTURES    

World's most bizarre sports 
Wife carrying, hotdog 
eating, cheese rolling 
and bog snorkelling. 

Satellites show ice loss 
Declassified satellite photos show polar ice sheets 
retreating. 

Save Coney Island 
Fans fear the national treasure will become a bland 
money spinner. 

SPONSORED FEATURES   

CLASSIFIEDS   

 TODAY   PAST WEEK   PAST MONTH  

Investec High 5 Account

Pays the average of the 5 highest 
savings rates. Currently 3.17% gross 
AER, £25,000 minimum deposit 

Alliance & Leicester hassle free saving

Earn 3.15% gross p.a./AER (variable) 
including bonus payable until 2 August 
2010. Find out more. 

Save 10% on your Home Insurance

Comprehensive home cover for your 
insurance needs plus a 10% online 
discount. 

50 free music downloads

We've teamed up with eMusic to offer 
Telegraph readers the latest music 
downloads. 

40 free prints with Photobox

New customers registering today will 
receive 40 prints for free. Order now. 

 JOBS  TRAVEL 

Scroll Speed:   Current jobs

SALES ENGINEER MANAGER

TRAVEL 

Brunel's surviving
structures 

Ten of the greatest 
surviving buildings, 
bridges and tunnels by 
Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel. 

HOT TOPICS Justice for Wounded Campaign Swine Flu Swine Flu Information Afghanistan The Ashes Ferrari Fantasy Football

News 

UK News 

World News 

Obituaries 

Lifestyle 

Motoring 

Property 

Health 

Jobs 

Sport 

Formula One 

Cycling 

Fantasy Football  

Culture 

Books 

TV and Radio 

Music 

Dating 

Finance 

Personal Finance 

Markets 

Economics 

Travel 

Destinations 

Travel News 

Advice 

Puzzles 

Comment 

Blogs 

Letters 

My Telegraph 

Fashion 

Beauty 

Shopping 

Hilary Alexander 

Offers 

Contact Us 

Privacy Policy 

Advertise 

A ­ Z  

Announcements 

Marketplace 

Promotions 

RSS feeds  

Widgets  

Mobile  

Epaper  

Reader Prints 

Subscribe 

Syndication 

© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited  Terms and Conditions   Today's News Archive Style Book Weather

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html#article
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html#mainsections
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/mediatechnologyandtelecoms/media/awards-for-telegraph/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/feeds
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/click.ng/site=news&section=news/majornews&pt=st1&pg=/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&spaceid=banner&sz=728x90&sz=468x60&ls=f&transactionID=0907300401590906
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/atoz
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167
http://www.clueduppuzzles.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/offers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newsvideo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/exclusions/frontline/nosplit/frontline.xml
javascript:newWindow('/news/graphics/2007/07/28/wafg128big.gif','gtc','width=700,height=598,scrollbars=1,resizable')
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1558613/More-troops-may-be-needed-in-Afghanistan.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/1558596/David-Miliband-in-Taliban-policy-split-with-US.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/1553034/Weapons-caches-point-to-Iran.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1558757/Guardsman-killed-in-Afghanistan-is-named.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/pakistan/5087849/Suspected-US-drone-hits-alleged-Taliban-training-centre-in-Pakistan-12-dead.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/2699691/Nato-air-strikes-killing-more-Afghan-civilians.html
mailto:?subject=A Telegraph reader thought you would be interested in this article&body=Depending on your email program, you may be able to click on the link in the email. Alternatively, you may have to open a web browser, such as Firefox or Internet Explorer, and copy the link over into the address bar. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html 

For the best content online, visit www.telegraph.co.uk
javascript:print()
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html#
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&title=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html
http://cgi.fark.com/cgi/fark/farkit.pl?h=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&title=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&h=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&title=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&title=Taliban+in+first+heat-seeking+missile+attack
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=telegraphcouk93&targetUrl=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&title=blah
http://www.mixx.com/submit?page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajornews%2F1558756%2FTaliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html
http://twitter.com/home?status=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fa%2F1558756
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/scienceandtechnology/technology/technologynews/4590190/Share-this-article---What-are-these.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/majornews/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/rss
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/click.ng/site=news&section=news/majornews&pt=st1&pg=/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&spaceid=yell&sz=300x150&ls=f&transactionID=0907300401590906
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/click.ng/site=news&section=news/majornews&pt=st1&pg=/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&spaceid=mpu&sz=200x200&sz=240x400&sz=250x250&sz=300x250&ls=f&transactionID=0907300401590906
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/danielhannan/100005100/what-if-barack-obama-was-in-fact-born-british/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/danielhannan/100005100/what-if-barack-obama-was-in-fact-born-british/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/stephaniegutmann/100005077/gaza-turns-into-a-taliban-state/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/willheaven/100005052/a-tv-debate-with-dave-gordon-should-avoid-it-at-all-costs/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/foodanddrink/wine/5925711/Who-said-French-wines-werent-worth-it.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/classicalmusic/5933598/Marielle-and-Katia-Labeque-interview-for-BBC-Proms-2009.html
http://www.investechigh5.co.uk/
http://www.investechigh5.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/R1pXf
http://bit.ly/R1pXf
http://www.greenbee.com/greenbee-home-insurance?track=home10TMG1
http://www.greenbee.com/greenbee-home-insurance?track=home10TMG1
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/click.ng/site=news&section=news/majornews&pt=st1&pg=/news/majornews/1558756/Taliban-in-first-heat-seeking-missile-attack.html&spaceid=dhtml&sz=120x240&sz=120x400&sz=120x600&sz=120x800&sz=300x600&ls=f&transactionID=0907300401590906
http://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
http://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/select-team/
http://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/select-team/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/hubs/thebigpicture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/picturegalleries/5931438/The-Big-Picture-photography-competition-round-61.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/picturegalleries/5931438/The-Big-Picture-photography-competition-round-61.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/5405781/Home-Insurance-offer-30-of-vouchers-to-spend-at--Waitrose.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/5405781/Home-Insurance-offer-30-of-vouchers-to-spend-at--Waitrose.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/5405781/Home-Insurance-offer-30-of-vouchers-to-spend-at--Waitrose.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/cricket/international/theashes/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/cricket/international/theashes/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/cricket/international/theashes/


 

 

Digital Publisher of the Year Thursday 30 July 2009 |  Major News feed |  All feeds

Advertisement

 SEARCH

 Home News Sport Finance Comment Travel Lifestyle Culture Fashion A ­ Z Jobs Dating Puzzles   Offers

UK World UK Politics Celebrities Obituaries Weird Earth Science Health News Education Topics News Blogs News Video

HOME  NEWS  MAJOR NEWS 

MORE FROM TELEGRAPH.CO.UK   

Back to top 
 

Taliban in first heat­seeking missile attack

 

 

By Tom Coghlan in Kabul
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Frontline: Reports from Iraq and Afghanistan 

Taliban militants have used a heat­seeking surface­to­air missile to attack a 
Western aircraft over Afghanistan for the first time.

The attack with a weapon believed to have been 
smuggled across the border with Iran represents a 
worrying increase in the capability of the militants 
which Western commanders had long feared.

The Daily Telegraph has learnt that the Taliban 
attempted to bring down an American C­130 
Hercules aircraft flying over the south­western 
province of Nimroz on July 22. The crew reported 
that a missile system locked on to their aircraft and 
that a missile was fired.

It closed in on the large C­130 aircraft, pursuing it as
the pilots launched a series of violent evasive 
manoeuvres and jettisoned flares to confuse the heat
sensors in the nose of the missile. Crew members 
said that they saw what they believe was a missile 
passing very close to the aircraft. The C­130 was not
damaged in the attack.

Nato officials yesterday refused to confirm or deny that such an attack had 
taken place.

"If there was such an incident of the type you describe in Nimroz it is 
classified," said a Nato spokesman. "I can't release it, if in fact it did occur."

However, a surface­to­air missile alert was put out for Western aircraft travelling 
in the south­west of Afghanistan in the last week, which affected both civilian 
and military aircraft.

It was confirmed by civilian air operators in Helmand province. It remains in 
place. Western military commanders have been aware of concerted efforts by 
the Taliban to obtain shoulder­launched surface­to­air missiles, so­called 
Manpads (man portable air defence system).

The recent attack was probably with an SA7 shoulder­launched missile, an 
elderly model of Soviet or Chinese origin. Though relatively primitive they are 
still a potent weapon, particularly against low­flying helicopters, such as the 
workhorse Chinook transporters used by British forces in the southern Helmand
province.

The C­130 attacked in Nimroz was flying at 11,000ft at the time of the attack, 
which is within the 2.5­5 km range of a shoulder­launched missile system such 
as the SA7.

Though the West supplied hundreds of sophisticated Stinger heat­seeking 
missiles to the Afghan Mujaheddin in the 1980s, they are not thought to be still 
usable because of the deterioration of their sophisticated electronics and 
battery systems.

As a contingency in 2002, the United States government offered an amnesty on
Stingers and successfully bought back many of the missiles still in the 
arsenals of Afghan warlords for $40,000 a missile.

To date, the Taliban has shot down a number of Western helicopters, but only 
through the use of unguided rocket­propelled grenades, which have a range of 
only 500 yards.

In April members of the Special Boat Service operating in Nimroz province 
intercepted several truck loads of weapons coming across the Iranian border, 
including a working SA7 missile. It was one of a number of recent weapon 
caches that Western officials claim have been seized on the border with Iran, 
fuelling allegations by Britain and America that Iran, or elements within the 
Iranian government, have begun supplying arms to the Taliban.

Hundreds of SA7 missiles disappeared into the black market in Iraq in the 
aftermath of the fall of Saddam Hussein, where they have since been used to 
shoot down dozens of helicopters and aircraft, reportedly including a British C­
130 in 2005.

Meanwhile, a Taliban spokesman said that the group would allow more time for 
an envoy from Seoul to travel to join talks for the release of 22 South Korean 
hostages. But the spokesman repeated the threat that militants would kill the 
22 Christian missionaries.

Click to enlarge: how the attack was launched  
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Taliban in first heat­seeking missile attack

 

 

By Tom Coghlan in Kabul
Published: 12:01AM BST 28 Jul 2007

 

Frontline: Reports from Iraq and Afghanistan 

Taliban militants have used a heat­seeking surface­to­air missile to attack a 
Western aircraft over Afghanistan for the first time.

The attack with a weapon believed to have been 
smuggled across the border with Iran represents a 
worrying increase in the capability of the militants 
which Western commanders had long feared.

The Daily Telegraph has learnt that the Taliban 
attempted to bring down an American C­130 
Hercules aircraft flying over the south­western 
province of Nimroz on July 22. The crew reported 
that a missile system locked on to their aircraft and 
that a missile was fired.

It closed in on the large C­130 aircraft, pursuing it as
the pilots launched a series of violent evasive 
manoeuvres and jettisoned flares to confuse the heat
sensors in the nose of the missile. Crew members 
said that they saw what they believe was a missile 
passing very close to the aircraft. The C­130 was not
damaged in the attack.

Nato officials yesterday refused to confirm or deny that such an attack had 
taken place.

"If there was such an incident of the type you describe in Nimroz it is 
classified," said a Nato spokesman. "I can't release it, if in fact it did occur."

However, a surface­to­air missile alert was put out for Western aircraft travelling 
in the south­west of Afghanistan in the last week, which affected both civilian 
and military aircraft.

It was confirmed by civilian air operators in Helmand province. It remains in 
place. Western military commanders have been aware of concerted efforts by 
the Taliban to obtain shoulder­launched surface­to­air missiles, so­called 
Manpads (man portable air defence system).

The recent attack was probably with an SA7 shoulder­launched missile, an 
elderly model of Soviet or Chinese origin. Though relatively primitive they are 
still a potent weapon, particularly against low­flying helicopters, such as the 
workhorse Chinook transporters used by British forces in the southern Helmand
province.

The C­130 attacked in Nimroz was flying at 11,000ft at the time of the attack, 
which is within the 2.5­5 km range of a shoulder­launched missile system such 
as the SA7.

Though the West supplied hundreds of sophisticated Stinger heat­seeking 
missiles to the Afghan Mujaheddin in the 1980s, they are not thought to be still 
usable because of the deterioration of their sophisticated electronics and 
battery systems.

As a contingency in 2002, the United States government offered an amnesty on
Stingers and successfully bought back many of the missiles still in the 
arsenals of Afghan warlords for $40,000 a missile.

To date, the Taliban has shot down a number of Western helicopters, but only 
through the use of unguided rocket­propelled grenades, which have a range of 
only 500 yards.

In April members of the Special Boat Service operating in Nimroz province 
intercepted several truck loads of weapons coming across the Iranian border, 
including a working SA7 missile. It was one of a number of recent weapon 
caches that Western officials claim have been seized on the border with Iran, 
fuelling allegations by Britain and America that Iran, or elements within the 
Iranian government, have begun supplying arms to the Taliban.

Hundreds of SA7 missiles disappeared into the black market in Iraq in the 
aftermath of the fall of Saddam Hussein, where they have since been used to 
shoot down dozens of helicopters and aircraft, reportedly including a British C­
130 in 2005.

Meanwhile, a Taliban spokesman said that the group would allow more time for 
an envoy from Seoul to travel to join talks for the release of 22 South Korean 
hostages. But the spokesman repeated the threat that militants would kill the 
22 Christian missionaries.

Click to enlarge: how the attack was launched  
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